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1. A drart lpw for the expropriation ol cinemas was prepayed in

the Ministry of Interior of Saxony~snhalt in January 1948,
A copy of the draft was forwardec to the Cenitral Commities of the
SED Berlin by Minister Silewert, not in hig capacity as ministexr
but as & party functionary, with a regqueat for approval., The
draft provided that cinemas in Gowns of less than 5000 inhebi~
tants belextepted from the sexpropriation order, but SED pow
quested that this provision be removed. Without further dis-
cussion, the Grarlt was altered accordingly and waes 80 -prosenbed
to the cablpet for adopition without anyone knowing of the
change except Siswert and one other minister (name nok glvein)
who happened to have seen the original. The cabinets sdophed
the resolution as it wasg presented and forwarded it bo the
Landteg in the same form.

any new laws with political application, thus givirg SED come
plete control over legislation, }

25X1C - Comment: This same procedure uncoudtsdly is used in

2. A copy of thb draft of the law follows .

: ' DRAFT OF A LAW
for tramsfer of cinemas to community property

‘ I .

1, Buainsssfproperty belonging to the owners of cinemas 4o

hsreby expropriated snd transferred with g1l rignts ang
obligations to community property. .

7 2. The execution of the exXproprietion is the duty of the
. Ministar&of Iaterior.,

3. Clnemes legaliy assigned, through competent services af'fer

the capitulation, to the occupatlion power or to legal
persons of the USSR are not affected bY-expropriatiorn .,
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Business property in the meaning of Peragraph I Item 1 is
considered property wuolly or predoninantly devoted to thse
cinema, including the real astate belonging to the owner of
tLe business et £he moment of its cxpropriation ané directly
serving the operation of the cinema. .

I1I

Items of business property vhich are necessury for ovdcrly
continuance of the business are also subject to expropriation
if they belong to other persons than those named in Paragraph I
Iten 1., Real estate 1s usually necessary for the orderly
continuance of the business 1f it is wholly or predominantly
devoted to the business.

-,

Iv

Expropriated owners of cinemas and tiiose persons whose iltems
of buslness property were confiscated undcr Paragrash II7 ma y
clain sultable compensatlon, unleas 1t happens that those in-
volved 1in this were determined by denazitication comnittees
to oé HWazi activistas, milltar¢sus, or wor criminals in the
sense of S!IA Germany Order Ho. 201 of 16 Aupust 1947.

. v
", .
1. Compensati-n is juaranteed only on apnlicatlon. The pebti-~
tion 1s to be brourht to fue ifinister of Interior of the
Land government. It must contaln:

1) Name and addrsss of the pebtitioner.

2) A critlical oplnion on the petltiliorer from the lozel
Antifa-Bloc, which is to be confirmel by the Krsis
Antifa-Bloc,

3) Statement of the sum which is assked as compensatlon.

4) Reasons for the amount of coupensation requested.

2. All documents and vouchers which can serve as informationsl
material are to be attached to the petiticn, especially
those documents which relate to the evaluatlion of the real
estate.

VI

1. 7he liinister of Interior in agresment with the Ministers
of Justice and Flrdance decldes upon compensasion. If
sgreement is not reached between the ministers concerned,
the land governnent decides.

2. The decision of the !inister of Interior of the Land
government 1s final,

3. TRerular legal channels are excluded.
ViI :

The Land gava%nment 1s empowersd to transfer the property taken
over into cormmnity ownershilp to cormunities, Krelses, or to s
special company.

VIIL

The property is intended for and serves for the furtherinb of
cultural life on principles of democratic anc public ubility.

The Lend government is permitted to utlllze income irow propevrty
allotted to this purpose ontirely or partly for inereagwnb soclel
and cultural welfare in the democratic spirit or toc order 1ts
use for that purpose .
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i
'ihe Winister of Interior releasses the approval of execution of this
aw. .

X

This law goeﬁ' into force on the day of its publicati'ong,
Holle/Sa8le, ssvevcasenceos..({date)
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